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1.0

Introduction

1.1

To meet the ‘basic conditions’ which are specified by law a Neighbourhood
Development Plan must be compatible with EU obligations. Furthermore as at 9th
February 2015 Regulation 15 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations was
amended to require that when a plan is submitted to the Local Planning Authority it
should include either an environmental report prepared in accordance with the
applicable regulations or where it has been determined as unlikely to have
significant environmental effects, a statement of reasons for the determination.

1.2

This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the content of the
draft Overstone Neighbourhood Plan (Appendix B) requires a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive
2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004; and/or a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance
with Article 6(3) of the EU habitats Directive and with Regulation 61 of the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). Once
completed, this screening report will form the basis of seeking advice from the
relevant statutory bodies; Natural England, Historic England and the Environment
Agency as to whether the plan requires a full SEA and/or HRA assessment. The final
outcome of this assessment will subsequently inform what is submitted under
Regulation 15 (1)(e). If it is concluded that no further assessment is required it is
considered that this report will fulfil the requirement at 15 (1)(e)(ii).

1.3

The report is broken down into the following four sections:
 Section 2 outlines the legislative background to SEA and HRA
 Section 3 provides some background to the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan and
the wider Development Plan context
 Section 4 provides a screening assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan for SEA and HRA and also
considers ‘In combination effects’ for HRA
 Section 5 considers the findings from section 4 and provides a conclusion on the
need, or not for a full SEA and/or HRA
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2.0

Requirement for SEA/ Legislative Background

2.1

A Neighbourhood Development Plan must meet the basic conditions. This includes
demonstrating that the plan does not breach and is compatible with EU obligations.

2.2

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal
legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA
Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government
publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’
(ODPM 2005).

2.3

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Local Authorities to
produce Sustainability Appraisals (SA) for all local development documents to meet
the requirement of the EU Directive on SEA. It is considered best practice to
incorporate requirements of the SEA Directive into an SA. This is also discussed in
paragraph 165 of the National Planning Policy Framework in paragraph 165.

2.4

However, the 2008 Planning Act amended the requirement to undertake a
Sustainability Appraisal so that they are only required for Development Plan
Documents (DPD’s). However the Act did not remove the requirement to produce a
Strategic Environmental Assessment. A Neighbourhood Plan is not a development
plan document (also known as a Local Plan) and therefore it does not legally require
a Sustainability Appraisal. Where appropriate, however, an SEA assessment may
need to be undertaken, specifically where a neighbourhood plan could have
significant environmental effects.

2.5

Whether a neighbourhood plan requires a strategic environmental assessment, and
(if so) the level of detail needed, will depend on what is proposed in the draft
neighbourhood plan. A strategic environmental assessment may be required, for
example, where:




2.6

a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development;
the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be
affected by the proposals in the plan;
the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have
not already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of
the Local Plan.

Consequently to establish whether the plan might give rise to significant
environmental affects it is necessary to screen the plan against the criteria set out in
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
2004. This process is carried out in Section 4 of this report.
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Requirement for HRA / legislative Background
2.7

Article 6 (3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and
Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as
amended) requires that an appropriate assessment of plans and programmes is
carried out with regard to the conservation objectives of European Sites (Natura
2000 sites) and that other plans and projects identify any significant effect that is
likely for any European Site. In the context of neighbourhood planning, a Habitats
Regulation Assessment (HRA) is required where a Neighbourhood Plan is deemed
likely to result in significant negative effects occurring on protected European Sites
(Natura 2000 sites) as a result of the plan’s implementation.

2.8

As illustrated on the map in Appendix C, Overstone Neighbourhood Area is 4.2km
from the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/RAMSAR and 37.4km from Rutland
Water SPA/RAMSAR. Consequently the impact on these sites will need to be
considered. Further commentary on this is set out in section 4.
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3.0

Overstone Neighbourhood Plan

3.1

Overstone parish is situated in the eastern part of the District and is contiguous with
the Northampton urban fringe. The original Overstone Neighbourhood Area, which
was designated on 12th October 2017, omitted the Northampton North Sustainable
Urban Extension allocation. A subsequent area application was submitted in July
2020 for the whole parish including the sustainable urban extension. The current
neighbourhood area was designated on 31st July 2020 and replaces the original
neighbourhood area. A map showing the designated area is set out in Appendix D.
The steering group has undertaken a range of consultation exercises starting with
the first area designation, which involved surveys of local residents, businesses and
local groups and organisations, open days and exhibitions. Following the second
designation the steering group carried out further more limited informal
consultation with the Parish Council and members of the community.

3.2

This has led to the formulation of a draft plan which is set out in full in appendix B.
However to assist with this screening report a summary of the plan is provided
below.
Vision

3.3

The Vision for Overstone is set out on page 15 of the draft plan, it is as follows:
‘Overstone: A rural community which retains and improves what is good, whilst
embracing positive changes that modest and sustainable development may bring. At
the same time, ensuring protection for residents’ quality of life and respecting the
distinctive rural character of each village’.

3.4

To deliver the vision the plan has the following objectives:
A. Control development to avoid further physical coalescence with the urban area
of Northampton and its identified Sustainable Urban Extensions in order to
protect the countryside and maintain the distinct separate physical character
and identity of Overstone.
B. Provide and improve services and amenities in tandem with any new housing
development, to do so in a manner that respects the character and setting of the
village;
C. Where appropriate, the provision of smaller and more affordable dwellings will
be encouraged, especially for young families, young people and for older
residents who wish to downsize to more manageable accommodation.
D. Improve public transport and traffic management in tandem with new housing
development; and address traffic, parking and pedestrian movement and safety
issues in Overstone village.
E. Village infrastructure is improved through securing developer contributions to
help enhance the present built environment.
F. To ensure developers meet the requirements to fully consult/share
development plans with the local community.
G. Preserve important existing local open spaces and create new green space for
the community.
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H. Protect, support and enhance all the valued amenities in the village.
I. Conserve and further promote the heritage assets of our community, not only of
the built environment and ensure Overstone remains attractive to residents and
visitors.
J. To encourage renewable energy and low carbon emissions.
K. To support and encourage the availability of communications technology, such
as High Speed Broadband.
L. To conserve and, where possible, enhance biodiversity and the landscape
character and setting of Overstone.
Policies
3.5

The delivery of the vision and objectives is governed by a number of policies which
are summarised as follows:
Policy 1 – Promoting sustainable transport
Sets out ways in which traffic congestion and on-street parking will be addressed and
how sustainable transport choices will be encouraged.
Policy 2 – Adapting to climate change
Sets out design principles to achieve high standards of sustainable design and retains
green infrastructure networks.
Policy 3 – Provision of community infrastructure
Requires new development to provide or contribute towards community
infrastructure.
Policy 4 – Local services and community facilities
Protects community facilities from loss unless specific criteria can be satisfied.
Policy 5 – Village confines
Focuses development within the village confines and sets out exceptional
circumstances in which development in the open countryside might be considered
acceptable.
Policy 6 – Residential development
Sets out criteria for assessing proposals for residential development within the
confines including design, scale and protection of amenity.
Policy 7 – Provision of affordable housing
Requires housing development to meet defined housing needs for affordable
housing, particularly for older people, people with disabilities and vulnerable groups
and specifies that off-site contributions would be acceptable in exceptional
circumstances.
Policy 8 – Local open space
Identifies two areas of open space that are to be protected and enhanced.
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Policy 9 – Landscape and sensitive views
Identifies six important views that are to be preserved and enhanced.
Policy 10 – Protection of heritage assets
Requires consideration of a heritage asset’s significance and contribution to
character of the local area. It also requires archaeological evaluation where there is
likely to be archaeological remains.
Policy 11 – Biodiversity
Protects identified biodiversity sites, priority habitats and important species.
Policy 12 – Jobs and the local economy
Supports proposals that would allow existing and new small businesses to thrive,
subject to criteria concerning landscape character, traffic and amenity.
3.6

To fulfil one of the basic conditions these policies are required to be in general
conformity with strategic policies in the development plan for the local area. This
comprises the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Part 1) which was
adopted on 15th December 2014 and the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan
(Part 2) for Daventry District which was adopted on 20th February 2020.

3.7

Whilst this condition will be examined more thoroughly when the plan reaches the
submission stage it has implications for the screening assessment because the
WNJCS and the Part 2 Local Plan have been subject to full SEA/SA and Appropriate
Assessment where, subject to some modifications (which have been implemented) it
was concluded that there would be no significant impact on the environment or on a
protected site. Therefore it is considered that the conformity of the policies set out
above with the policies in the WNJCS and the Part 2 Local Plan is a useful starting
point for this screening assessment.

3.8

The two assessments have been carried out in detail in the table in Appendix A,
which have informed the table on page 11.
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4.0

SEA & HRA Screening: Assessment

4.1

The criteria for determining the likely significant effects referred to in Article 3 (5) of
Directive 2001/42/EC are set out below (Source Annex II of SEA Directive):
1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to
 the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and
other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating resources,
 the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and
programmes including those in a hierarchy,
 the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,
 environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,
 the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community
legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to wastemanagement or water protection).
2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to
 the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,
 the cumulative nature of the effects,
 the transboundary nature of the effects,
 the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents),
 the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the
population likely to be affected),
 the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:
 special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,
 exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,
 intensive land-use, the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised
national, Community or international protection status.

4.2

Figure 1 illustrates the process for screening a planning document to ascertain
whether a full SEA is required (extracted from A Practical Guide to the Strategic
Environmental Assessment Directive):
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Figure 1. Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes
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4.3

In the context of the above guidance and considering the findings of the assessment
in the table in Appendix A, Table 1 below shows the assessment of whether or not
the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan will require a full SEA. Furthermore stage 4 of
the assessment also considers the impact on European sites in the context of HRA.

Table 1 Assessment of whether the Overstone NDP requires a full SEA
Stage
1. Is the NP subject to
preparation and/or adoption
by a national, regional or local
authority OR prepared by an
authority for adoption
through a legislative
procedure by Parliament or
Government? (Art. 2(a))
2. Is the NP required by
legislative, regulatory or
administrative provisions?
(Art. 2(a))

3. Is the NP prepared for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport,
waste management, water
management,
telecommunications, tourism,
town and country planning or
land use, and does it set a
framework for future
development consent of
projects in Annexes I and II
(see Appendix 2) to the EIA
Directive? (Art 3.2(a))
4. Will the NP, in view of its
likely effect on sites, require
an assessment for future
development under Article 6

Y or N

Reason

Y

The Overstone Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared
by a steering group with the involvement of Parish
Council and not by a national, regional or local
authority. However if the plan receives support from
the majority of the votes cast through a referendum it
will be ‘made’ by Daventry District Council or the West
Northamptonshire Unitary Council.

Y

As a qualifying body, Overstone Parish Council (OPC)
has the right to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan on
behalf of the local community but this is not required
by the relevant legislative, regulatory or administrative
provisions (The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as
amended by the Localism Act 2011)

N

N

However, if ‘made’, the Neighbourhood Plan would
form part of the statutory development plan for
Daventry District or the West Northamptonshire
Unitary Council. It is therefore considered necessary to
answer the following questions to determine if an SEA
is required.
The Overstone Neighbourhood Plan is prepared for
town and country planning and land use, however, as
illustrated by the summary of policies set out above it
does not set the framework for future development
consent of projects in Annexes I and II of the EIA
Directive.

The appropriate assessment for the Joint Core Strategy
identified that the nearest designated sites (Natura
2000 sites) which could be affected were Rutland
Water SPA and Ramsar site and the Upper Nene Valley
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Stage

Y or N

or 7 of the Habitats Directive?
(Art. 3.2 (b))

Reason
Gravel Pits SPA and RAMSAR site. As illustrated on the
map at Appendix C, Neighbourhood Area is 4.2km from
the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits and 37.4km from
Rutland Water.
Through the appropriate assessment for the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy it was concluded
that there would be no adverse effect on site integrity
for both of these sites as any affect was mitigated
through modifications to the plan. The Habitats
Regulation Assessment screening for the Settlements
and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry
District concluded that because the plan had no viable
pathways to the European sites it could not contribute
to in-combination effects, and for that reason no likely
significant effects are considered to result from
implementation of the Plan.
Consequently the conformity of the policies in the
Overstone Neighbourhood Plan has implications for the
impact on these protected sites alongside any site
specific impacts that may arise. A detailed assessment
of the policies was carried out as part of this
assessment (Appendix A) and has demonstrated that
there will be not be a significant effect on either the
Rutland Water SPA and Ramsar site or the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits SPA and RAMSAR sites.

5. Does the PP determine the
use of small areas at local
level, OR is it a minor
modification of a PP subject to
Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3)
6. Does the NP set the
framework for future
development consent of
projects (not just projects in
annexes to the EIA Directive)?
(Art 3.4)
7. Is the NP‟s sole purpose to
serve the national defence or
civil emergency, OR is it a
financial or budget PP, OR is it

Not applicable because of answer to 4.

Y

The Overstone Neighbourhood Plan, once adopted, will
be used as part of the Development Plan for
determining planning applications.

Not applicable because of answer to 6.
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Stage

Y or N

co financed by structural
funds or EAGGF programmes
2000 to 2006/7? (Art 3.8,3.9)
8. Is it likely to have a
significant effect on the
environment? (Art. 3.5 set out
in figure 1 above)

N

Reason

The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy was
subject to full Sustainability Appraisal which included
SEA assessment. This ensured that no significant
effects are expected to arise from the implementation
of the JCS.
The Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for
Daventry District was subject to full Sustainability
Appraisal which included SEA assessment. This ensured
that no significant effects are expected to arise from
the implementation of the Local Plan Part 2.
As set out in para 3.7 above, the conformity of the
Overstone Neighbourhood Plan with the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy has important
implications for its likely significant effect on the
environment.
Consequently, as demonstrated in the table in
Appendix A, as the policies of the Overstone
Neighbourhood Plan are considered to be in general
conformity at this stage with the strategic policies of
the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and
the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for
Daventry District it is not considered that the plan will
have a significant effect on the environment.

Screening Outcome
4.4

As a result of the assessment in Table 1 which has been informed by the assessment
in Appendix A, it is considered unlikely that any significant environmental effects will
occur from the implementation of the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan that were not
considered and dealt with by the Sustainability Appraisal of the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and the Settlements and Countryside Local
Plan for Daventry District. As such the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan does not
require a full SEA to be undertaken.

4.5

With regards Habitat Regulations Assessment, as set out in the table above, in
particular the response to question 4, it is not considered that the implementation of
the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan, by virtue of its scale and distance, will result in
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any likely significant effects upon the Upper Nene Gravel Pits site or the Rutland
Water site. This is demonstrated in the table in Appendix A.
Habitats Regulations Assessment: In combination effects
4.6

Existing plans and proposals must be considered when assessing new plans or
programmes for likely significant effects as they may create ‘in combination’ effects.

4.7

For reference the relevant plans or programmes which should be considered when
reviewing in combination effects are listed below:












4.8

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Part 1)
Local Plan Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District
South Northamptonshire Part 2 Local Plan
Northampton Local Plan (saved policies)
Northamptonshire Local Transport Plan
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS)
Rugby Borough Local Plan
Harborough Local Plan
Stratford on Avon Core Strategy
National Planning Policy Framework

As the plan is required to be in general conformity and will contribute to delivering
the growth identified in the WNJCS rather than exceeding it, it is not considered that
it will lead to any significant ‘in combination effects’.
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5.0

Conclusions and recommendations of the Screening Assessments
SEA

5.1

A screening assessment to determine the need for a SEA in line with regulations and
guidance was undertaken and can be found in section 4 of this report. The
assessment finds that no significant effects will occur as a result of the
implementation of the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan. The assessment also finds
many of the policies are in conformity with the policies of the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and the Settlements and Countryside Local
Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District which have been subject to a full SA/SEA where no
significant effects were identified.

5.2

Consequently from the findings of the screening assessment it is recommended that
a full SEA does not need to be undertaken for the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan.
HRA

5.3

A screening assessment to determine the need for HRA in line with regulations and
guidance was undertaken and is set out in Appendix A of this report and summarised
in response to question 4 in table 1. It has found that many of the policies are in
conformity with the policies of the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and
the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District, which were
both subject to full HRA which found no significant or in combination effects. It is
considered that due to the plan demonstrating conformity with the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and Settlements and Countryside Local Plan
(Part 2) for Daventry District it will not result in any significant effects, alone or in
combination, upon the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/RAMSAR or the Rutland
Water SPA/RAMSAR sites.
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Appendix A: Assessment against the development plan and potential and likely significant effects on SPA/RAMSAR sites.
Overstone
Neighbourhood Plan
Policy

Relevant Policy in
WNJCS

Relevant Policy in SCLP

Conformity/conflict
between Overstone NP
policies, WNJCS & SCLP
policies

Policy 1
Promoting sustainable
transport

S10 Sustainable
development principles
C1 Changing behaviour
and achieving modal
shift
C5 Enhancing local and
neighbourhood
connections
S10 Sustainable
development principles
S11 Low carbon and
renewable energy
BN1 Green
infrastructure
connections

SP1 Daventry District
Spatial Strategy
ST1 Sustainable
Transport Infrastructure

ENV9 Renewable Energy
and Low Carbon
Development

Policy 3
Provision of community
infrastructure

RC2 Community needs
INF1 Approach to
infrastructure delivery

CW1 Health and
Wellbeing

Policy 4
Local services and
community facilities

RC2 Community needs

CW3 Protecting local
retail services and public
houses

Policy 5
Village confines

S1 Distribution of
development

RA3 Other Villages
RA6 Open Countryside

Policy 2
Adapting to climate
change

Conclusions re
SEA

Potential for likely
significant effects on
Natura 2000 sites
(Upper Nene Valley
Gravel pits SPA and
RAMSAR and Rutland
Water SPA and
RAMSAR)

Conclusions re HRA

This policy is considered to No significant
be in general conformity
effects are
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
identified
by supporting improved
public transport, walking
and cycling links.

None

No negative effect

This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by aiming for high
standards of sustainable
design and construction,
reducing waste and
maximising retention of
green infrastructure.
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by requiring development
to contribute to
appropriate community
infrastructure and
facilities.
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by protecting key local
community services and
facilities
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to protect
important community
facilities.

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy prioritises the
location of new housing
16

Overstone
Neighbourhood Plan
Policy

Relevant Policy in
WNJCS

Relevant Policy in SCLP

R1 Spatial strategy for
the rural areas
R2 Rural Economy

Policy 6
Residential development

S1 Distribution of
development
S10 Sustainable
development principles
H1 Housing density and
mix and type of
dwellings
BN5 The Historic
environment and
landscape
R1 Spatial strategy for
the rural areas

RA3 Other Villages
RA5 Renovation and
conversion of existing
buildings within
settlements

Policy 7
Provision of affordable
housing

H1 Housing density and
mix and type of
dwellings
H2 Affordable housing

HO8 Housing mix and
type

Policy 8
Local open space

S10 Sustainable
development principles
BN1 Green
infrastructure provision
R1 Spatial strategy for
the rural areas

ENV4 Green
infrastructure

Conformity/conflict
between Overstone NP
policies, WNJCS & SCLP
policies

Conclusions re
SEA

by focusing new
development within the
confines, except in
exceptional
circumstances.
This policy is considered to No significant
be in general conformity
effects are
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
identified
by focusing new
development within the
confines and providing
criteria for proposals to
meet.

This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by requiring new housing
to provide affordable
housing to the level
required by H2 and to
meet identified local
needs in terms of mix and
tenure.
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by identifying and
protecting important open
spaces.

Potential for likely
significant effects on
Natura 2000 sites
(Upper Nene Valley
Gravel pits SPA and
RAMSAR and Rutland
Water SPA and
RAMSAR)

Conclusions re HRA

development within the
settlement boundary to
protect the character
and setting of the village.
None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to ensure
that new development is
contained within the
settlement boundaries
and designed to be of an
appropriate scale and
character.

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to ensure
that local housing needs
are met.

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to protect
and enhance existing
important green spaces.
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Overstone
Neighbourhood Plan
Policy

Relevant Policy in
WNJCS

Relevant Policy in SCLP

Conformity/conflict
between Overstone NP
policies, WNJCS & SCLP
policies

Conclusions re
SEA

Potential for likely
significant effects on
Natura 2000 sites
(Upper Nene Valley
Gravel pits SPA and
RAMSAR and Rutland
Water SPA and
RAMSAR)

Conclusions re HRA

Policy 9
Landscape and sensitive
views

BN5 The Historic
environment and
landscape

ENV1 Landscape

No significant
effects are
identified

None

Policy 10
Protection of heritage
assets

S10 Sustainable
development principles
BN5 The Historic
environment and
landscape

ENV7 Historic
Environment

This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by protecting identified
important views
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by identifying and
protecting designated and
non-designated heritage
assets.

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to ensure
that new development
protects the character
and setting of the village.
No negative effect,
policy seeks to protect
designated and nondesignated heritage
assets.

Policy 11
Biodiversity

S10 Sustainable
development principles
BN1 Green
infrastructure provision
BN2 Biodiversity

ENV5 Biodiversity

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy seeks to protect
biodiversity.

Policy 12
Jobs and the local
economy

R2 Rural economy

N/A

This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS & SCLP,
by protecting sites and
habitats of biodiversity
importance
This policy is considered to
be in general conformity
with the WNJCS, by
supporting proposals for
local employment that
protect amenity and the
character of the area.

No significant
effects are
identified

None

No negative effect,
policy supports local
employment providing it
protects the character of
the area.
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Appendix B: Draft Overstone Neighbourhood Plan (separate document)
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Appendix C: Map showing distances from Rutland Water SPA/RAMSAR and Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/RAMSAR sites
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Appendix D: Map of Overstone Neighbourhood Area
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Appendix E: Responses from Statutory Bodies
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monger, Keri <Keri.Monger@environment-agency.gov.uk>
02 October 2020 13:03
Jane Parry
FW: August 2020 Draft Overstone Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening

Hi Jane
Thank you for your email.
I have had a quick look at this, and do not think our comments have changed since our response in February i.e.
‘we note that future development will be steered to the confines of the built village and therefore outside Flood Zone 2
and 3 and therefore we do not consider there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these
environmental constraints’.
Kind regards
Keri Monger
Sustainable Places – Planning Adviser | Lincolnshire & Northamptonshire
Environment Agency | Nene House, Pytchley Road Industrial Estate, Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, NN15 6JQ
keri.monger@environment-agency.gov.uk
Direct Dial: 020 847 48545 | Team Dial: 020 302 53536 | Mobile: 07468 701818
Working days: Monday to Friday (08:30 – 16:30)

Jane Parry
Daventry District Council
Planning Policy
Lodge Road
Daventry
Northamptonshire
NN11 4FP

Our ref:
AN/2012/115155/OT06/PO1-L01
Your ref:
Date:

05 February 2020

Dear Jane
Draft Overstone Neighbourhood Development Plan SEA Screening
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment screening
report for the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan.
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory
consultee, we find that there are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within
the neighbourhood plan area. In particular, we note that the boundary does extend
into areas of flood zones 2 and 3.
However, we note that future development will be steered to the confines of the built
village and therefore outside Flood Zone 2 and 3 and therefore we do not consider
there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these environmental
constraints.
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters
further, please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Sharon Nolan
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor
Direct dial 020302 53525
Direct e-mail sharon.nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk
Environment Agency
Nene House (Pytchley Lodge Industrial Estate),
Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, Northants, NN15 6JQ
Email: LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk

End

Customer services line: 03708 506 506
Calls to 03 numbers cost the same as calls to standard
geographic numbers (i.e. numbers beginning with 01 or 02).

Ms Jane Parry
Daventry District Council
Lodge Road
Daventry
Northamptonshire
NN11 4FP

Direct Dial: 0121 625 6870
Our ref: PL00680782
9 September 2020

Dear Ms Parry
OVERSTONE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - SEA SCREENING REQUEST
Thank you for your consultation of 26 August 2020 and the request for a Screening
Opinion in respect of the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan.
For the purposes of consultations on SEA Screening Opinions, Historic England
confines its advice to the question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the
environment?” in respect of our area of concern, cultural heritage. Our comments are
based on the information supplied with the screening request.
On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’
Directive], Historic England is of the view that the preparation of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment is not likely to be required.
The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account
before the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to
undertake a SEA, please note that Historic England has published guidance on
Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic
Environment that is relevant to both local and neighbourhood planning and available
at:
<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-andstrategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/>
Should it be concluded that, overall, a SEA will be required for the Plan, Historic
England would be pleased to discuss the scope of the assessment in relation to the
historic environment in due course.
I hope that this information is of use to you at this time. Should you have any queries,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,
THE AXIS 10 HOLLIDAY STREET BIRMINGHAM B1 1TF
Telephone 0121 625 6888
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.

Clive Fletcher
Principal Adviser, Historic Places
clive.fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk

THE AXIS 10 HOLLIDAY STREET BIRMINGHAM B1 1TF
Telephone 0121 625 6888
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.

Date:
27 August 2020
Our ref: 326207
Your ref: Overstone Neighbourhood Plan

Jane Parry
Senior Policy Officer (Planning)
Daventry District Council
JParry@daventrydc.gov.uk
BY EMAIL ONLY

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Ms Parry
August 2020 Draft Overstone Neighbourhood Plan SEA/HRA Screening
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 26 August 2020 which was received by Natural
England on 26 August 2020
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.
Neighbourhood Plan
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:
•a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development
•the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan
•the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening
Natural England agrees with the report’s conclusions that the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan would
not be likely to result in a significant effect on any European Site, either alone or in combination and
therefore no further assessment work would be required.

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Jacqui Salt
Consultations Team

The Wildlife Trust
Lings House
Off Lings Way
Billing Lings
Northampton NN3 8BE
Tel: 01604 405285

Jane Parry
Senior Policy Officer (Planning)
Daventry District Council – Business Team
Lodge Road
Daventry
Northamptonshire
NN11 4FP
21st September 2020
Draft Overstone Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2029 (version 6.6 including S.U.E.)
Dear Jane,
Thank you for sending me the updated draft Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2029 for the parish of Overstone,
along with its accompanying Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulation Assessment
(HRA) Screening Report and Natural England Response. This professional ecological advice has been
provided in accordance with the Service Level Agreement held with Daventry District Council. The draft plan
highlights the importance of the environment, including green infrastructure features, to local residents.
Protecting and enhancing the natural environment had scored highly in the results of the surveys carried out
in preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. I provided advice on the previous version of the Overstone
Neighbourhood Plan, most of which has been incorporated into this version, strengthening if for biodiversity.
I agree with the screening report and Natural England that this Neighbourhood Plan is in line with the existing
Local Plan (Part 2) and West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. These are covered by a SEA and HRA
and so the Overstone Neighbourhood Plan does not require any further work in these areas.
I was pleased to see that the plan includes a chapter on biodiversity including Policy 11 that highlights the
importance of Priority Habitats and Species as well as statutory protected species and a range of other
wildlife. Policy 11 now also includes Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), Potential Wildlife Sites (PWS) and
biodiversity net gain. LWS are sites which have been identified for their importance to wildlife when assessed
against a set of criteria by a panel of local experts. Overstone has a couple of sites which have been identified
as LWS along with a number of PWS associated with the historic parkland. PWS are sites which are likely
to have some value for wildlife but which do not currently reach LWS standard or have not been assessed
yet. The Policy Maps have also been updated to accurately show the location of these sites. These all
improve the plan for protecting and enhancing wildlife in the parish.
I hope that our comments on this neighbourhood plan are useful. If you or the team preparing the Local Plan
for Overstone have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,

Katharine Banham
Conservation Officer (Northamptonshire)
Telephone (direct): 01604 774046
Email: Katharine.Banham@wildlifebcn.org
www.wildlifebcn.org

@wildlifebcn

/wildlifebcn
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